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1. 
In Hartley (2011), the researchers used a national probability sample conducted in 2002 to examine policies related to corporate crime control.  This sample was obtained as part of a continuing series of monthly surveys conducted by ABC News and The Washington Post to solicit public opinion on a range of political and social issues. 
 The researchers studied people aged 18 and over living in households with telephones in the nation’s contiguous 48 states. Primarily, the study sample included households in the continental United States that were selected through random digit dialing procedures to ensure that all possible listed and unlisted phone numbers were included with equal probability of selection. The sample included 1,512 respondents.
 This study is a representative sample given that it entails a subset of a population that seeks to accurately reflect the characteristics of the larger group. The researchers made the research more representative sample by using a variety of techniques; however, the most significant one is defining their target population. In their aim to examine the degree to which Americans support a more restrictive and punitive approach to controlling corporate crime, the researchers opted to use the households in the continental United States as their representative sample.
2. 
In certain conditions, a multistage sampling procedure is appropriate and can be the best method to have a representative sample. One of such conditions includes combining the multistage sampling procedure with stratified sampling. This condition’s objective is to ensure that the resulting/representative sample is obtained in two or more stages, with the nested or hierarchical structure of the members within the population being taken into account. Based on the study which entailed an exploration of how gender interacts with opportunity and school-based victimization as illustrated in Wilcox, Skubak Tillyer & Fisher (2009); the condition of combining the multistage sampling procedure with stratified sampling was applied in order to determine the representative sample. 
The multistage procedure sampling of selecting participants in the above study was a three-stage process. The first stage of stratified sampling involved selecting a random sample of 30 of Kentucky's 120 counties. The second stage involved selecting the principals of all public schools containing seventh-graders within the 30 selected counties; of the 74 schools, 65 agreed. Thirdly, all seventh graders within the 65 participating schools, a total of 9,488 students, were targeted for inclusion in the sample. This cluster sampling of participants within each stratum involved demonstrates that a multistage sampling procedure is appropriate and can be the best method to have a representative sample. 
3. 
In some studies, researchers have to use snowball sampling especially when some of the respondents may not want to be found/ identified. For instance, in studies where researchers are investigating “unacceptable” societal behavior such as shoplifting, cheating on exams, drug use, or prostitution, potential participants are often wary of coming forward because of possible implications (Sedgwick, 2013). 
 	Consequently, researchers use snowball sampling method in studies where the sample for the study is very rare or is limited to a very small subgroup of the population. This sampling method has the characteristics of a “chain referral.” For example, upon observing the initial subject, the researcher asks for assistance from the subject to help identify individuals with a similar trait of interest. 
 	Snowball sampling method is justifiable under certain circumstances. For instance in circumstances where a researcher wants to observe a rare disease, the researcher is justified to use snowball sampling to obtain subjects for a study particular since it will be difficult to obtain subjects using other sampling methods. Under this circumstance, the researcher can conduct a detailed study, especially by observing one of the members as his/her initial subject, would then lead the researcher to more subjects for the study in instances where the patients with the same illness have a support group (Sedgwick, 2013). 
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